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[bookmark: _Toc529473739]Introduction
Flood planning can easily enable a better and flexible response to all the problems caused by flooding in case of flood occurs. In many instances intensive and prolonged rainfalls, abnormally high river levels and tidal waves, significant storms and tsunami are the major causes of floods. Several barriers can help protect potential floods such as those originating from tidal waves. Floods are associated with various impacts including transport disruptions, landslips and many more incidences that may contribute to casualties. Although the occurrence of floods as one of the natural disasters requires several countermeasures to deal with it according to the prevailing circumstance, preparedness is necessary hence the importance of a contingency plan. 
This contingency plan draft summarises the flooding alerting systems and the organizational framework for flood disaster responding, functions and responsibilities of various bodies in the event of the flood disaster, personal flood plans and also general health and safety during flood disasters. Actions and essential steps to be taken to mitigate the occurrence of the flood are also outlined in this plan. 
[bookmark: _Toc529473740]Flood Alerting System and Co-ordination
There has to be an agency or team that is responsible for monitoring the weather conditions closely and be the primary initiator of flood warnings of severe weather conditions that can contribute to flooding. What the notices should specify where the flooding will occur, the possible time it will tale and the expected consequences from the disaster (Leskens, et al., 2014). After initiating the warnings, general messages have to be issued providing precautionary, measures and advice to residents of the region that the flood is likely to occur to minimize the risks of loss of life and destruction of property. The team responsible for monitoring weather should provide an hourly update of weather condition in flood expected area accompanied by additional advice and information to the residents. 
The team responsible for initiating the warnings needs to work closely with the media to ensure that all individuals within the targeted region get the information on time. Some major advances accompanied by the warnings include residents to temporary migrate their homes till the danger of occurrence of floods is over. The public authorities may even take a step further to provide the residents with temporary land for them to squatter to avoid severe flood consequences on occurrence. Emergency and rescue teams are also informed of early preparedness of the disasters. If the expected cause of flood is tidal waves, more barriers need to be built to try to reinforce the already existing in the attempt of mitigating the disaster. However, for other floods causes, only the residents of the targeted regions need to remain alert all time.
[bookmark: _Toc529473741]Roles and Responsibility
Once warning and alerts are issued, the disaster management team will precisely alert relevant agencies and also department. The Main problems that need to be sorted will vary depending on the intensity of the flood. However, coordination of emergency support, provision of road signs and barriers, provision of emergency health advice, flood alleviation, transport availability, utility protection and care of homeless, and evacuated people are the main difficulties associated with flooding. Below are the different department engaged each with its roles and responsibilities.
[bookmark: _Toc529473742]Disaster management team. The primary disaster management team should act as the overall coordinator of the entire situation.  The team needs to coordinate the use of different equipment and local resources available during the whole rescue period (Coles, et al., 2017). The team also needs to constantly work closely with all emergency services that are available at the disaster site. Next, all communication services such as constant updates of the rescue operations also need to be carried out by the team. Other responsibilities of the primary disaster management team include advising all the residents of the flood-prone regions to precisely obtain sandbags, advice on the prevailing weather condition, water flow, other minor warnings and period of evacuations, issuance of warning messages to the local authorities of the affected regions, provide a single point of contact for information, issuance of all media statements, and issuance of constant situation updates.
[bookmark: _Toc529473743]Local authorities. The local authorities include law enforcement and traffic. They are tasked with the responsibility of assisting in the evacuation. They need to accord the residents evacuating with the security of the properties they are vacating with plus individual security. Additionally, the local authorities have the responsibility of providing an identity of all the deceased victims. Lastly, the local authorities need to restore normality in the affected region.
[bookmark: _Toc529473744]Fire and rescue services. Floods disaster can sometimes cause the fire due to the distortions that happen on the power supply. The rescue team, however, has the responsibility to rescue all the trapped casualties, control any fire instances, released chemicals and other harmful hazards that arise during the flood disasters (Haddow, Bullock, & Coppola, 2017). Next, the team should asses all risks concerning evacuations and report them to the disaster management team so that the local authorities can be informed to take their role. Other responsibilities for the fire and rescue team include ensuring the safety of all the rescued personnel, minimize as much as possible all the environmental dangers, help the police to recover the dead from the disaster site, and lastly be always stand by during the recovery deploy sandbags for flood defence.
[bookmark: _Toc529473745]Ambulance services. Ambulance services are essential during the entire rescue process. The ambulance services will work closely with other agencies including hospital to deliver their services. The ambulance services will work closely with all other emergency services available at the disaster area to save lives. Next, they will help in stabilizing, assisting and extricating all the injured individuals from the flood disaster. All medical staff, ambulances, and equipment and resources in the flood disaster are provided by the ambulance services (Waugh, 2015). The services are also tasked with the responsibilities of establishing effective triage points and systems. Other duties of ambulance services include provision of central location where all medical resources will be available, and medical care for the rescued individual will be administered, alert all receiving hospital of the flood tragedy and the expected number of casualties and injuries, provide all transport means to the entire medical team with their medical equipment, make precise arrangement for ferrying injured individuals to the receiving hospitals, and lastly maintain general emergency cover during the flooding tragedy.
[bookmark: _Toc529473746]Social media. Social media also plays a vital role in disaster management. Facebook, for instance, has a feature known as a Safe check which is utilized by individuals during times of disaster to confirm their safety (Alexander, 2014). Therefore, during the occurrence of the floods, the individuals in the affected region using Facebook should use the safety check feature and then click on the green “safe” button then a notification will auto-generate to all the individuals’ friends confirming that individual is safe. This will help to reduce panic that prevails through the relatives of the affected individuals. 
Google on the other hand with has a tool known as “person finder” that relatives of the affected flood affected individual can use to search for their loved ones and also post information about all the missing individuals (Houston, et al., 2015). Rescue teams can also utilize this tool and locate the exact last place were missing individuals were during the occurrence of the disaster.
The social media also can be used by the disaster management team to initiate flooding warnings, keep constantly updating about the rescue operations being carried out within the disaster region and providing more essential communications to the general public.
[bookmark: _Toc529473747]Advice for Public
The members of the public need to be always advised to stay calm. The neighbors of the targeted region also need to be informed of the flood disaster warnings and be prepared to help the individuals targeted. The targeted region members need to keep a list of useful telephone numbers, monitor radio calls and make a flood kit.
[bookmark: _Toc529473748]Personal Flood Plans
Individuals are advised to deduce a personal flood plan and discuss it with family members, friends, and neighbors. They also need to know how to counter several issues that could catalyst the disaster such as know how to disconnect water pipes, electricity, and gas, they need to know where to move their vehicles in an emergency, be informed of storing valuable personal property to a raised position, fill containers with clean water and lastly be caring to their domestic animals and pets (Haddow, Bullock, & Coppola, 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc529473749]Conclusion
In conclusion, all parties involved in flood disaster preparedness after the disaster management team issues flood warnings need to work closely with each other when the calamity occurs. Floods casualties can be reduced to zero if all involved personnel work as one team and towards the same direction.
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